Fellow Oregonians,
Here is the amended Legislative Update for this week. Please note the large number of
important bills being discussed in committee meetings on Wednesday of this week.
Everything from
--creating new taxes on bird food,
--changing inheritance taxes
--Tax exemptions,
--assistance fro low income electric users
--ethnic aesthetic care,
--higher education
--Oregon Health authority
--child welfare
--federal grant applications
And MORE……..
As in past updates the bills have been divided into 3 categories; Red, Blue, and
black. The red entries are the bills to look at if you have limited time as they are the
bills that make the largest changes to Oregon law as they are adding new taxes,
bureaucracies, constitutional amendments, or implementing other larger changes to
Oregon law. The Blue bills make smaller less significant changes, but from a
conservative standpoint may be important. And finally, the black bills; these are
only included if they are during a committee meeting with one of the more
important bill classifications.
The committee meetings are arranged by day of the week, and within each day they are
arranged somewhat by order of importance with the meetings with the most „red‟ listed
near the top. The committee meeting listings include time, location, and date for each
meeting. There is also a complete listing of all the committee members responsible for
the decisions occurring in that committee. Their phone numbers and e-mail addresses are
present so it is possible to quickly and easily contact legislators to let your views be
known. Additionally there are links to the committee administrator, assistants, and
subject area experts provided to the committee by the state. And finally there are links to
the committee meetings for you to watch online (if you can not be there in person), as
well as to archived audio of past meetings, and documents for each bill.
Additionally there were several informational meetings that were highlighted in Pink, this
week that might be of interest to some people.
-Have a fine week,
Please be involved as these people need to hear from YOU.
Tom
9-12 legislative chair.

FYI: Representative Kim Thatchers gun bill dealing with keeping Concealed permit
holders names private has been inserted into SB 347. This bill needs to be supported so
these provisions become law. Representative Thatcher supports this bill. We will send
out an update As soon as we find additional information regarding this bill.

Ways and Means Subcommittee On General Government
Date: Tuesday-June 7
Time: 3:00 P.M.
Room: H-174
Work Session
HB 5048 State Treasurer
HB 2237 Relating to the Public Guardian and Conservator Task Force (ADDED)
++++++++++++
Bill passed house with unanimous vote and only 3 not voting.
Continues task force for about 2 more years.
+++++++++++++++++++++++
SB 553 A Relating to the Oregon Rainy Day Fund (ADDED)
+++++++++++++++
Note:
Requires interest on moneys in General Fund to be deposited into Oregon Rainy Day
Fund.
Democrat sponsors only
There has been nothing prohibiting the establishment of a rainy day fund for the last 2
decades. Government has chosen to spend every dollar that comes in the door, and set
nothing aside. This move would not create and significant rainy day fund.
++++++++++++++++++++
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Note: Co-Chair Rep. Dave Hunt will be presiding today
Possible Introduction of Committee Measures
Public Hearing
HB 3679 FIRST PUBLIC HEARING - Exempts energy savings performance
contracts, under certain circumstances, from requirement to use competitive bidding
process to award public improvement contracts.
++++++++++
Note
Appears to bypass competitive bidding if contract is less than 100,000 and is awarded to
a non-profit when doing work for certain agencies and for certain purposes (beyond just
energy performance). Bill talks about cost savings from this measure, presumably
because you don‟t have employees reviewing multiple contracts. I tend to believe that
competition leads to better products and lower prices, so I‟m not sure this is a good idea.
+++++++++++++++++++++
SB 602 Requires instruction in Oregon Studies in middle school.
++++++++++++
Note:
Bill passed senate with only 3 vote against bill.
+++++++++++++
Public Hearing and Possible Work Session
SB 987 A Provides that portion of State Highway 126, known as Eugene-Springfield
Highway, shall be known as Officer Chris Kilcullen Memorial Highway.
Public Hearing and Work Session
SB 24 Eliminates alternative methods by which students may satisfy mathematics or
English requirements for high school diploma.
+++++++++++

Note:
Passed senate with 3 not voting and Senator Boquist against bill.
Supposed to clarify language of a bill passed in 2005 session.
++++++++++++++
The following bill will be heard after 3:15 pm.
Public Hearing and Possible Work Session
HB 3687 FIRST PUBLIC HEARING: Excludes woody biomass combusted as fuel
from definition of "solid waste. Excludes wood residue combusted as fuel from
definitions that apply to solid waste regulation.

Education Subcommittee On Higher Education
Date: Tuesday-June 7
Time: 1:00 P.M.
Room: HR E
Education
Office: 453 Phone: 503-986-1664
Note: Co-chair Johnson will preside
Informational Meeting
Committee Discussion of Interim Priorities

Date: Wednesday-June 8
Time: 8:00 A.M.
Room: HR A
Revenue
Office: 143 Phone: 503-986-1266
House Revenue Committee
Corinne Gavette, Office Manager
Paul Warner, Leg. Revenue Officer
Mazen Malik, Sr. Economist
Christine Broniak, Economist
Phil
Barnhart D co-chair
Vicki

Berger

R co-chair

Jules

Bailey

D co-vicechair

Carol Phillips, Comm. Assistant
Chris Allanach, Sr. Economist
Dae Baek, Economist
503-9861411
503-9861420
503-9861442

rep.philbarnhart@state.or.us
rep.vickiberger@state.or.us
rep.julesbailey@state.or.us

Katie
Cliff

Eyre
Brewer
Bentz

R co-vicechair
R

Tobias

Read

D

Sara

Gelser

D

Matt

Wand

R

Cliff

Bentz

D

Agenda
Live
Video

503-9861429
503-9861460
503-9861427
503-9861416
503-9861449
503-9861460

Live
Audio
Publications

rep.katieeyrebrewer@state.or.us
rep.philbarnhart@state.or.us
rep.tobiasread@state.or.us
rep.saragelser@state.or.us
rep.mattwand@state.or.us
rep.philbarnhart@state.or.us
Archived Audio

Public Hearing
HB 3374 Creates excise tax on wild bird feed.
+++++++++++++
Note:
This bill has seen no activity since February 28.
So the manufacturer can just call it “tame” bird feed or “migratory” bird feed and avoid
the tax.
This is one of those bills that is so important that it just has to pass in the last days of the
legislative session.
+++++++++++++
Work Session
HB 2563 Creates and adjusts sunset dates for certain exemptions to property taxation.
+++++++++++
Note:
Bill has had no activity for the last 5 months. Bill is long and
complex and has many special provisions for taxation of certain things.
From Bill: “Property equipped with solar, geothermal, wind, water, fuel
cell or methane gas energy systems for the purpose of heating, cooling
or generating electrical energy shall be exempt from ad valorem
taxation in an amount that equals any positive amount obtained by
subtracting the real market value of the property as if it were not
equipped with such systems, from the real market value of the property
so equipped.”
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Public Hearing and Work Session
SB 443 A Extends sunset on provision allowing federal forest reserve moneys in
Douglas County road fund and Lane County road fund to be used for law enforcement
purposes.

SB 863 A Requires electric companies to collect additional $5 million per year for
low-income electric bill payment assistance if certain conditions are met, for maximum
period of two years.
++++++++++++++++
Note:
This bill was sponsored by Senator SHIELDS (at the request of Community Action
Partnership of Oregon), which is partially funded through funds from the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act. So we have stimulus dollars funding an organization
which promotes subsidies for low income families. I thought those monies were to be
used for shovel ready jobs?? I understand however that sometimes people need help, but
at the exact same time they are proposing to help more needy families with their electric
bills they are giving 100+ million in tax breaks to green energy producers which produce
energy that is 4-10 times higher in cost, at the same time they are proposing to help more
needy families with their electric bills, they are proposing to remove dams from southern
Oregon, Which also will increase rates. At the same time they want to help more needy
families with their electric bills they are also:
--Flushing more water over the dams instead of thorough the turbines with fish screens
(wasting a huge renewable resource, and increasing rates).
--talking about removing the Boardman coal plant more than 26 years before its
anticipated life span, just after it spent 15 million in pollution upgrades,
--requiring utilities to utilize 25% green energy, which is significantly more expensive.
--telling us the state is broke and we can‟t fund „essential‟ services properly,
And many other items that are all cumulatively increasing electricity rates on these same
people they want to help. And obviously, as they increase rates on the low income
people, they are also increasing rates on ALL their customers.
How about the government stop all this nonsense and allow the utilities to operate as
efficiently and as cheaply as possible, so we all benefit by lower rates.
Ultimately, I‟m not sure whether to support or oppose the bill. In my own personal
testimony I pointed out the inconsistencies stated above and talked about how the
legislature, and the regulatory environment in Oregon have a far bigger negative impact
on Oregon electricity rates than a small subsidy will have as a benefit for a few low
income individuals.
+++++++++++++++++++++++
SB 984 Authorizes Director of the Employment Department to redetermine benefit
cost rate, account reserve ratio and percentage rate at any time upon written request of
political subdivision.
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Work Session
++++++++++++++
Note about the 5000 series bills listed below:
For the most art these bills in the 5000’s are budget bill setting budgets for agencies.
+++++++++++++++
HB 5011
HB 5020
HB 5030
HB 5043
HB 5046
HB 5047
SB 5520
SB 5528
SB 5529
SB 5530
SB 5532
SB 5549
SB 5550

Department of Community Colleges and Workforce Development
Department of Education
Department of Human Services
Oregon Student Assistance Commission
Department of Transportation
Department of Transportation - fee bill
Legislative Branch Agencies
Oregon Business Development Department
Oregon Health Authority
Oregon Health Authority - fee bill
Oregon University System
Oregon Youth Authority
State Commission on Children and Families

HB 2020 A Relating to state agency employees
++++++++++++++++++
Directs state agencies to report to Joint Committee on Ways and Means ratio of agency
employees to supervisory employees, ratio of agency employees to managerial
employees and number of positions for managerial employees who do not act in
supervisory capacity.
++++++++++++++
HB 2049 Relating to public assistance for families with dependent children
++++++++++
Note from bill summary:
Requires Department of Human Services (DHS) to reimburse employer for employee expenses
for up to three months if employer hires an individual placed with the employer through the JOBS

Plus Program. Authorizes DHS to recover reimbursement paid if the employer fails to retain the
employee for six months. Reduces time limit for receipt of aid from 60 months to 48 months.
Requires DHS to deny aid to a dependent child if the needy caretaker relative living with the
child has received aid for 48 months.
+++++++++++

HB 2124 Relating to forest products harvest taxation
+++++++++++
Extends privilege taxes on merchantable forest products harvested on forestlands.
++++++++++++
HB 2280 A Relating to audits of education districts
HB 2482 Relating to the housing of inmates
+++++++++++
Note:
From bill summary:
Local community corrections facilities have large numbers of inmates with special needs ranging
from mental health issues to severe health problems such as HIV and diabetes. Rather than have
each community corrections facility attempt to handle each of these special populations, it may be
better if a regional approach could be developed with different community corrections facilities
specializing in certain problem populations
++++++++++

HB 2600 A Relating to adults with developmental disabilities
HB 2868 Relating to temporary restaurants
++++++++++++
Note:
Requires licensing of temporary r seasonal restaurants.
++++++++++++++
HB 3075 A Directs court to require installation of ignition interlock device as
condition of driving while under influence of intoxicants diversion agreement
HB 3247 A Relating to the Secretary of State's business registry functions
++++++++++++
Note from bill summary:
Directs the Secretary of State‟s Business Registration Information Center to create and maintain a
“One Stop Shop for Oregon Business” web portal. Outlines items that are to be contained in the
portal. Directs state and local government agencies whose functions include business registration,
licensing, permitting or taxation, or that provide information for or assist with establishing,
expanding, operating or relocating a business, to cooperate with and assist the Center in
performing their duties related to establishing and maintain the portal. Allows the Secretary of
State to adopt rules to implement the measure‟s provisions. Establishes an operative date of
January 1, 2012.
+++++++++++++

HB 3418 A Relating to higher education
++++++++++++++
Note:
From bill summary:
Creates 16-member Task Force on Higher Education Student and Institutional Success (Task
Force) and specifies membership. Directs Task Force to analyze best practices and models for
student and institutional success, to examine barriers, study methods for acquisition of basic skills
and career preparation, and identify alternative funding options. Directs Task Force to submit
report to appropriate legislative committee by October 1, 2012.

++++++++++

HB 3471 A Relating to higher education
++++++++++++++++++
Note:
Requires state institution of higher education, community college or Oregon Health and
Science University to waive tuition and fees for current or former foster child under 25
years of age.
Bill appears to be expensive with unlimited financial impact over time. Senate
committee just approved in-state tuition for illegal aliens. Why don‟t we just give a free
college education to anyone who wants one, along with 2 acres to grow your own
vegetables and run your solar cells to power your free electric car and free 2000 foot
home; complete with a maid, free utilities, and unlimited TV usage on your free 84 inch
flat screen.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
HB 3482 A Relating to employment
++++++++++++
Note:
From bill summary:
Requires Oregon employers who employ six or more individuals to allow eligible employees to
take unpaid leave to address issues arising from harassment
+++++++++++

HB 3528 A Relating to expansion of the Oregon Progress Board
HB 3584 Relating to appropriate ethnic aesthetic care for children in foster care
++++++++++
Note:
From bill summary:
Directs Department of Human Services (DHS), in consultation with Oregon Health Authority
(OHA), to provide training to foster parents regarding appropriate aesthetic care, to include care
for hair, face, body shape and type and skin for children of African-American, Hispanic, Native
American, Asian-American or multiracial descent.

++++++++++++++
HB 3620 Relating to Ballot Measure 49 (2007) claims
+++++++++++++
Note:
From bill:
Allows person to file request for reconsideration of claim under Ballot Measure
49 (2007) if person's date of acquisition of property was affected by conveyance
of property and person reacquired property within 10 days after conveyance.
+++++++++++++
SB 83 A Relating to subsurface sewage disposal system improvement
+++++++++++++++++++++++
Note:
Requires Department of Environmental Quality to establish grant and loan program for
owners of subsurface sewage disposal systems.

Subsidies and government loan programs take money from working businesses and take
capital out of the system. When capitol is moved from private companies it makes it
harder to expand, develop new products, and create new jobs. This bill is not needed.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++
SB 101 A Relating to health care
+++++++++++++
From Bill:
Authorizes premium assistance for children under the age of 19 years old enrolled in dental plans
under the Family Health Insurance Assistance Program (FHIAP) and under employer-sponsored
insurance plans through the Healthy Kids program.
++++++++++

SB 219 A Relating to incentives for business hiring
++++++++++
Note:
All democrat sponsors.
This bill is a mess. It takes tax money from new employees to set up a business retention
and employment fund, then loans those moneys back out to businesses so they can
expand employment; and other items. Directly from the bill summary “Establishes the
Oregon Business Retention and Expansion Program to lend funds from the Oregon Business
Retention and Expansion Program Fund to certified employers. Establishes Oregon Business
Retention and Expansion Program Fund to be funded from taxes withheld from new employees of
certified employers. Authorizes the Oregon Business Development Department to certify eligible
employers for participation in the Oregon Business Retention and Expansion Program.
Appropriates moneys from the State Lottery fund to the Oregon Business Development
Department for purposes of administering the Oregon Business Retention and Expansion
Program.”

++++++++++++++++
SB 224 A Relating to physician assistants
++++++++++++++
Note:
Modifies provisions relating to regulation of physician assistants (PAs). Requires PA to enter into
practice agreement with a supervising physician or supervising physician organization.
Enumerates practice agreement components. Requires Oregon Medical Board (Board) to approve
or reject PA applications within seven working days unless Board is conducting an investigation.
++++++++++++

SB 242 A Relating to education
+++++++++++
Note:
From bill summary:
Redefines Oregon University System (OUS) as public university system with greater authority
and independence to manage affairs, operations and obligations. Creates Higher Education
Coordinating Commission (Commission). Authorizes Commission to coordinate higher education
goals and policy with OUS. Places responsibility for liability, defense and indemnity on OUS and
State Board of Higher Education. Creates process for State Board of Higher Education to enter
into performance compact with state in conjunction with biennial funding request. Eliminates
requirement to seek permission to exceed expenditure limitation to spend other available moneys,
including enrollment fees collected. Exempts OUS from certain laws relating to state agencies.

Preserves labor contracts, retirement, benefits and preferences. Authorizes board to purchase
property and construct facilities without legislative approval.
+++++++++++

SB 290 A Relating to performance standards for educators
+++++++++++
Note:
Directs State Board of Education, in consultation with the Teachers Standards and Practices
Commission, to adopt statewide core teaching standards to improve student academic growth and
learning by assisting school districts in determining the effectiveness of teachers and
administrators and improving professional development and classroom and administrative
practices.
++++++++++++++++++

SB 433 Relating to treatment of cancer
+++++++++++
Note:
Expands eligibility for medical assistance for low-income and uninsured women
diagnosed with breast or cervical cancer.
Bill has approximately 20 sponsors and all are Democrat senators or house members.
Provides 3.7 million this biennium, and 13.7 next biennium, to provide cancer treatment
for low income women.
How do you argue against this?? Except to say that the state says we are already broke
paying for what they have already promised to other people.
This bill may be indicative of cost expansion of new health care programs as the second
biennium cost is more than 3.5 times the cost in the first biennium. I thought the
ObamaCare program was designed to provide everyone with all the health care they
wanted, but at a reduced cost over time.
++++++++++++
SB 608 A Relating to subsidy program for medical professional liability insurance
premiums paid by rural health practitioners
+++++++++++++++
Note:
Establishes program to provide payments to insurers to subsidize the cost of
medical professional liability insurance premiums paid by certain health
practitioners located in underserved rural communities.
+++++++++++++++
SB 676 Relating to state budget policy
++++++++++++++
Note:
Directs Oregon Department of Administrative Services and Governor to submit
continuous improvement level state budget based on performance management
and performance measurement techniques.
++++++++++++++++
SB 738 A Relating to dental health
+++++++++++
Note:

Directs Oregon Health Authority to approve one or more pilot projects relating to dental
health.
If the programs were needed, I believe the private sector would fund them through a
group of doctors or an entrepreneur. Requiring approval of projects now in a time of
budget crisis is not a good idea.
++++++++++++++++
SB 964 A Relating to child welfare services
++++++++++++
Note:
Requires Department of Human Services and county partners to implement
Strengthening, Preserving and Reunifying Families programs to provide family
preservation and reunification child welfare services.
++++++++++++++
Federal grant application requests:
CCWD-2 Community Colleges and Workforce Development (youth summer
employment)
OBDD-2 Oregon Business Development Department (credit availability for small
businesses)
OBDD-3 Oregon Business Development Department (electric vehicles)
SOS-1 Secretary of State (electronic records)
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Work Session
HB 2679 A Authorizes Director of Department of Consumer and Business Services to
enter compact with other states to allocate among states premium taxes paid to insured's
home state.
+++++++++
Note:
I‟m not understanding this bill fully. From staff Notes it says “
Imposes surplus lines insurance tax and reporting requirements on independently
procured insurance policyholders.” Which to me think that this is a new tax on certain
insurance policies. This was voted to revenue committee on 9-0 vote. Bill appears to add
an additional tax to certain insurance policies. From bill summary: “Imposes surplus
lines insurance tax and reporting requirements on independently procured insurance
policyholders. Revises certain calculations of insurance premium taxes related to surplus
lines.”
+++++++++++++++

HB 2543 A Revises homestead property tax deferral program by imposing maximum
net worth limit and minimum homestead residence requirement on claimants and
maximum real market value limit on homestead.
++++++++++
Note:
Changes in seniors property tax exemption program and puts net worth limit on program.
Changes interest calculations for repayment and adds lien component to ensure
repayment.
++++++++++++

HB 2541 A Replaces inheritance tax imposed on basis of former federal credit for state
death tax with estate tax imposed as percentage of Oregon taxable estate and modifies
related provisions.
+++++++++
Note:
Changes name from “Death Tax” to”Inheritance Tax”. Testimony at meetings from
various groups in favor of this bill as they think it is a good compromise and “the best we
can hope for” according to one speaker I talked to. I‟m opposed to death taxes as they
remove capital from businesses for no other reason than death of the ownership. Most of
these taxes are being collected on items that have already been taxed in the past. These
state death taxes, up to 19.6%, are particularly hard against family farmers and
businesses.
We need NO death or inheritance taxes. Combined state and federal death taxes can top
54% of assets at time of death.
+++++++++++++++++

Any item on this agenda may be carried over to the next meeting at the discretion of
the Chair.
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*** This meeting will begin at 8:30 AM ***
Informational Meeting
Discussion of Committee Topics for Interim
Emergency Preparedness and Response
Suicide Prevention and Crisis Response
Public Safety - Training and Continuing Education (especially in connection to
interactions with veterans)
Security Issues
Army Reserve / National Guard - Reimer Report
Veterans' Medical Benefits:
Health Impact of Iraq and Afghanistan Wars on Veterans
Budget Issues
Oregon Department of Veterans' Affairs
Oregon Military Department
Measures in committee at sine die

Health Care, Human Services and Rural Health Policy
Office: 347 Phone: 503-986-1507
Date: Wednesday-June 8
Time: 3:00 P.M.
Room: HR A
Informational Meeting
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Eligibility for Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
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