
OSP Firearms Background Check Program – Records Retention Questions 
 

Questions from Dan Lucas (Feb 2014)  

 
OSP firearms background check records retention process questions:  
 
Statute allows OSP retain the information for up to 5 years for all the transactions, but there is an OSP 
process/policy to purge approved transactions after 10 days (unless the initial check indicated there was 
a potential prohibitor.)  
 

1. Who created/authorized the 10-day OSP purge process/policy? When was it created? 
2. Who has the authority to change the 10-day OSP purge process/policy? 
3. Is the 10-day OSP purge process/policy something that can be made available to the public?  

 
 
Computer system questions:  
 

1. Where are all the firearms background check transactions (approved, denied and pended) 
stored at the OSP? Is it on a computerized system?  

2. What’s the name of that system? Is it the FICS?  
3. Is the database for that system backed up? If so, how long are backups kept? 
4. Is the computer process that deletes approved transactions after 10 days an automated one or 

manual?  
 
OSP website - FICS records retention information: 
 
On the Firearms Instant Check System (FICS) web page, it states “The Firearms Unit provides a service to 
all Federally Licensed Firearms dealers in the state of Oregon by conducting the Firearms Instant Check 
backgrounds on persons attempting to purchase a firearm (ORS 166.412). Records of the transactions 
are kept for five years.” Is that outdated/inaccurate information?  
 

 
 

http://www.oregon.gov/OSP/ID/pages/fics.aspx

