
Below is the text of an email from House Speaker Tina Kotek (D-Portland) sent on 
Feb. 21st, 2019.

Dear Colleagues and Staff,

The Legislature is committed to ensuring that the Capitol is a safe and supportive 
environment for all who work here or engage in the legislative process.  From 
additional training to improved policies and protocols, the Legislature is moving 
forward. We are all part of that change.

As your Speaker, I have set expectations about this change and have been 
communicating my expectations when appropriate.  I take this work seriously.  
Whether you are a member or a staff person, no matter what your political 
viewpoint, we must all be accountable to the people we serve.
This week, separate situations involving two House members require me to take 
specific and clear action to uphold the new standards we are all trying to model.

Representative Mitch Greenlick made a serious mistake during Tuesdayʼs House 
Committee on Health Care when he made demeaning comments toward two 
individuals who were testifying before his committee.  Consequently, 
Representative Greenlick will not continue as chair.  Representative Andrea Salinas 
will become chair, effective immediately.  Representative Greenlick will also be 
removed from the House Conduct Committee.  He will be replaced by 
Representative John Lively, and Representative Nancy Nathanson will become the 
new chair of that committee.

Representative Bill Post has been the subject of ongoing complaints raised by 
members of the public regarding his use of social media.  I have had several 
conversations with him about my expectations of how best to balance free speech 
rights and the appropriate conduct of an elected leader.  This week, he wrote two 
inappropriate tweets, one regarding a member of the Senate and one regarding an 
upcoming lobby day.  Given the pattern of his behavior, I believe it is necessary to 
remove him from his position on the House Committee on Judiciary, effective 
immediately.  Representative Duane Stark will be appointed to Judiciary; 
Representative Shelly Boshart Davis will be appointed to the Ways and Means 
Subcommittee on Transportation and Economic Development to replace 
Representative Stark.

The effort we are making to transform our workplace culture is complex and 
difficult.  I do not take my responsibilities lightly and recognize the significance of 
these actions on the lives of my two colleagues.  Nonetheless, we must always 
strive to do what is best for the people of Oregon and the Legislature as an 
institution.  We must continue to have open, public dialogue if we are to move 
forward in a productive way to improve this workplace.

Thank you for your attention to these important matters.


